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                          Om mig

          I am Professor at Stockholm University, where I hold the Chair in Sociology (since 2009). I graduated from Stockholm University in 2002, and I have been a visiting scholar at Columbia University, Cornell University, Harvard University, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris, Copenhagen University, and Utrecht University. I am a fellow of the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters.


I have a longstanding interest in political sociology; especially in studying radical right-wing parties and their voters, with a particular focus on explaining variation over time and/or across countries. I am currently the PI of the research project "Why do working class voters support the populist radical right?," funded by the Swedish Research Council. 


I also have a longstanding interest in social networks, and the ways in which relational and contextual factors influence individuals’ beliefs, opportunities, and actions. I were previously the PI for the project Individual Life Chances in Social Context: A Longitudinal Multi-Methods Perspective on Social Constraints and Opportunities (funded by an ERC Starting Grant, 2011-2018). This project  combined survey data and register data to study the importance of egocentric networks and other contextual factors for young adults’ life chances, pertaining to e.g., health, and the labor market.


Additional research interests: ethnic confict; belief formation processes; collective memory; fanaticism; and sociology through literature.  
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Articles in Refereed Journals
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Gustafsson, N-K., Rydgren, J., Rostila, M. and Miething, A. 2021. "Social Network Characteristics and Alcohol Use by Ethnic Origin: An Ego-based Network Study on Peer Similarity, Social Relationships, and Co-existing Drinking Habits among Young Swedes." PLOS ONE.


Rydgren, J. and Tyrberg, M. 2020. "Contextual Explanations of Radical Right-wing Party Support in Sweden: A Multi-Level Analysis." European Societies 22(5): 555-580.
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Rydgren, J. and van der Meiden, S. 2019. “The Radical Right and the End of Swedish Exceptionalism.” European Political Science 18(3): 439-455.
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Elgenius, G. and Rydgren, J. 2019. “Frames of Nostalgia and Belonging: The Resurgence of Ethno-Nationalism in Sweden.” European Societies 21(4): 583-602.


Hällsten, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2019. “School’s Out Forever? Heavy Metal Preferences and Higher Education.” PLOS ONE: 1-20.


Odmalm, P. and Rydgren, J. 2019. “Introduction: Comparing and Reconceptualising the (Populist) Radical Right.” European Political Science 18(3): 373-378.


Andersson, A.B., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2018. “The Intersection of Class Origin and Immigration Background in Structuring Social Capital: The Role of Transnational Ties.” British Journal of Sociology: 69(1): 99-123.


Hällsten, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2018. “The Acculturation in Sweden of Adolescents of Iranian and Yugoslavian Origin.” Acta Sociologica: 61(2): 163-181. 


Salo, S. and Rydgren, J. 2018. “Politicization of the Eurozone Crisis in Finland: Adaptation toward the Radical Right?” Journal of International and Comparative Social Policy: 34(3): 234-257. 


Mollenhorst, G.W., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2018. “Personal Networks and Crime Victimization among Swedish Youth.” Journal of Scandinavian Studies in Criminology and Crime Prevention: 116-135.


Miething, A., Rostila, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2018. “The Peer Context of Dieting: The Relationship between Young Adults' Dieting and Their Friends Weight-Related Characteristics.” International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 15(12): 2744-2757.


Rydgren, J. 2017. “Radical Right-wing Parties in Europe: What’s Populism Got to Do With It?” Journal of Language and Politics: 16(4): 485-496.


Rydgren, J., Sofi, D. and Hällsten, M. 2017. “Divided by Memories? Beliefs about the Past, Ethnic Boundaries, and Trust in Northern Iraq.” Geopolitics, History, and International Relations 9(1): 128-175.


Hällsten, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2017. “Social Capital, Friendship Networks, and Youth Unemployment.” Social Science Research 61(1): 234-250.


Miething, A., Rostila, M. and Rydgren, J. 2017. “Access to Occupational Networks and Ethnic Variation of Depressive Symptoms in Young Adults in Sweden.” Social Science & Medicine 190: 207-216.


Miething, A., Almquist, Y.B., Edling, C., Rydgren, J., and Rostila, M. 2017. “Friendship Trust and Psychological Well-being From Late Adolescence to Early Adulthood: A Structural Equation Modeling Approach.” Scandinavian Journal of Public Health 45: 244-252.


Elgenius, G. and Rydgren, J. 2017. “The Sweden Democrats and the Ethno-nationalist Rhetoric of Decay and Betrayal.” Sociologisk Forskning 54(4): 353-358.


Andersson, A., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2017. “’In Sweden We Shake Hands’ - But Are We Really?” Sociologisk Forskning 54(4): 377-381.


Edling, C., Rydgren, J. and Sandell, R. 2016. “Terrorism, Belief Formation, and Residential Integration: Population Dynamics in the Aftermath of the 2004 Madrid Terror Bombings.”  American Behavioral Scientist 60: 1215-1231.


Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2016. “Social Mechanisms in Empirical Sociology: Introduction to Special Issue.” American Behavioral Scientist 60: 1135-1145.


Mollenhorst, G.W., van Duijn, M.A.J., Rydgren, J. and Edling, C.R. 2016. “Triadic Closure in Core Networks: Disentangling the Effects of Social Distance, National Origin Similarity and Shared Context.” International Review of Social Research 6(4): 146-162.


Miething, A., Rostila, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2016 “The Influence of Social Network Characteristics on Peer Clustering in Smoking: A Two-wave Panel Study of 19- and 23-old-Swedes.” PLOS ONE: 11(10): 1-11.


Miething, A., Almquist, Y.B., Östberg, V., Rostila, M., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2016. “Friendship Networks and Psychological Well-being from Late Adolescence to Young Adulthood: A Gender-specific Structural Equation Modeling Approach.” BMC Psychology 4(34): 1-11.


Hällsten, M., Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2015. “The Effects of Specific Occupations in Position Generator Measures of Social Capital.” Social Networks 40(1): 55-63.


Mollenhorst, G.W., Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2015. “Psychological Well-being and Brokerage in Friendship Networks of Young Swedes.” Social Indicators Research 123(3): 897-917.


Edling, C.R., Farkas, G.M. and Rydgren, J. 2015. “Integration of the Swedish Local Elite: The Role of Professional and Private Networks.” Scandinavian Political Studies 38(1): 49-74.


Edling, C.R., Rydgren, J. and Bohman, L. 2014. “Faith or Social Foci? Happiness, Religion, and Social Networks in Sweden.” European Sociological Review 30(5): 615-626.


Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2014. “Analytical Sociology: Bringing Culture and Identity Back In.” Sociologica 2/2014


Almquist, Y.B., Östberg, V., Rostila, M., Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2014. “Friendship Network Characteristics and Psychological Well-being in Late Adolescence: Exploring Differences by Gender and Gender Composition.” Scandinavian Journal of Public Health 42(2): 146-154.


Rydgren, J., Sofi, D. and Hällsten, M. 2013. “Interethnic Friendship, Trust, and Tolerance: Findings from Two North Iraqi Cities.” American Journal of Sociology 118(6): 1650-1694.


Rydgren, J. and Ruth, P. 2013. “Contextual Explanations of Radical Right-Wing Support in Sweden: Socioeconomic Marginalization, Group Threat, and the Halo Effect.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 36(4): 711-728.


Edling, C.R., Farkas, G.M. and Rydgren, J. 2013. “Women in Power? Sex Differences in Local Elite Networks.” Acta Sociologica 56(1): 21-40.


Barclay, K.J., Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2013. “Peer Clustering of Exercise and Eating Behaviors among Young Adults in Sweden: A Cross-sectional Study of Egocentric Networks.” BMC Public Health 13: 784.


Rostila, M., Almquist, Y.B., Östberg, V., Edling, C.R. and Rydgren, J. 2013. “Network Characteristics and Daily Smoking Among Young Adults in Sweden.” International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 10(12): 6517-6533.
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Rydgren, J. and Sofi, D. 2011. “Interethnic Relations in Northern Iraq: Brokerage, Social Capital, and the Potential for Reconciliation.” International Sociology 26(1): 25-49.
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Rydgren, J. 2007. “The Sociology of the Radical Right.” Annual Review of Sociology 33: 241-262.


Rydgren, J. 2007. “The Power of the Past. A Contribution to a Cognitive Sociology of Ethnic Conflict.” Sociological Theory 25(3): 225-244.
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Rydgren, J. 2004. “Mechanisms of Exclusion: Ethnic Discrimination in the Swedish Labour Market.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 30(4): 697-716.
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Chapters in Edited Volumes


Rydgren, J. 2022. "Nationalism och populism i dagens Europa: Hur kan vi förklara framväxten av de radikala högerpartierna?" Kungliga Vitterhetsakademiens årsbok 2022. Stockholm.


Switzer, R. and Rydgren, J. 2022. "Radical Right (Scandinavia)," in Snow, D., della Porta, D., Klandermans, B. and McAdam, D. eds. The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Social and Political Movements. 2nd ed. London: Wiley.  


Rydgren, J. 2018. “The Radical Right: An Introduction,” in Rydgren, J. ed. The Oxford Handbook of the Radical Right. New York: Oxford University Press.


Edling, C., Farkas, G. and Rydgren, J. 2018. ”Representation och integration i lokala eliter,” in Eriksson, B., Holmqvist, M. and Sohl, L. eds. Eliter i Sverige: Tvärvetenskapliga perspektiv på makt, status och klass. Lund: Studentlitteratur.


Mollenhorst, G.W., Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2017. “Changes in the Personal Networks of Young Immigrants in Sweden,” in Herold, M. and Contini, R.M. eds. Living in two Homes: Integration and Education of Transnational Migrants in a Globalized World. London: Emerald.
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Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. 2015. ”Inledning,” in Edling, C. and Rydgren, J. eds. Sociologi genom litteratur. Lund: Arkiv.
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